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Nestan Sulava
Shota Rustaveli Institute of Georgian Literature
Georgian Academy of Sciences

RUSTAVELI’S “THE NIGHT IN TIGER'S SKIN” AND QUEEN TAMAR'SIAMBI.
(Parallels and Notes).

The comparative study of the first stanza of the Prologue and the second stanza of
the Epilogue of Rustaveli’s “The Night in Tiger's Skin” and Queen Tamar’s lambi
(“The Heaven of Heavens’, “Virgin-like") reveals the world-outlook and ideologi-
cal resemblance between them expressed in the similar approach to the process of
Creation in the first book of the Bible and in the idea that the Bagrations are descen-
dents of the Biblical king David. At the same time the differences between the com-
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pared texts caused by their genre peculiarities are obviousaswell. In “The Night in
Tiger's Skin” (I stanza) God is named without Christian dogmata though the con-
text proves Christian interpretation and personification of the Creator. In Queen
Tamar’s “The Heaven of Heavens’ the hypostases, three real and distinct sub-
stances of God are mentioned and their function in the process of Creation is
revealed aswell. Theintentions of Rustaveli and Queen Tamar are different and this
is the reason of their originality and specificity.

The comperative analysis of Rustaveli's “The Night in Tiger's Skin” and Queen
Tamar’s iambi corroborates the likeness of their imagery and of their approach to
the issues of political system and State power. Their artistic interests combining the
Christian world-outlook and the strife for national self-knowledge represent the
development of the Georgian Weltanschauung, literary and aesthetic traditions.
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