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THE CONSONANCE OF THREE VOICES IN IOANE PETRITSI'S “CONSIDERATION”

In 2001, The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization —
UNESCO proclaimed Georgian Polyphonic Musical Arts a Masterpiece of the Oral
and Intangible Heritage of Humanity (The 18t of May, 2001).

In response to the worldwide acknowledgement of ancient Georgian musica arts,
so-called “Byzantine Chanting Studying Group” was established, which, with the
help of the wrong interpretation of historical sources and scientific points of view,
insults ancient Georgian chanting and casts doubt in its ancientness and canonicity.
With neglect is denied even such significant document, wich proves the ancientness
of Georgian polyphony, as“Consideration of Plato Philosophy and Prokl Diadokh”
after great Georgian thinker of the 11th century — loane Petritsi. This work proves,
that, if not earlier, at least in the 11th century polyphony existed in Georgian musi-
ca arts.

loane Petritsi is a great expert and panegyric of the ancient Greek and his contem-
porary Byzantine cultures. In spite of thisfact, the musical-aesthetical point of view
of the Georgian thinker is different from the Greek point of view. This differenceis
clear when speaking about the essence of musical dialectic and also when using
ancient Georgian musical terminology, which is connected with polyphony. The
fact, that in the 11th century polyphony emphasizing musical terminology existed
in Georgian vocabulary, denies any other point of view about the ancientness of
Georgian polyphonic musical arts.

Itisknown, that any theoretical thesisis connected to the artistic practice and issues
from it.

The consonance of three voices, asamusical fact, well known to his contemporary
Georgian consciousness, Petritsi uses for the explanation of the theological dogma.
By comparing the major thinking principle of the national musical art —three-voice
consonance to the most important Christian Dogma— St. Trinity, Petritsi states and
recognizes the canonicity of Georgian chantind.
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