
TianeTis raionSi,sofel sayaraulos max-

loblad mdebare JaleTis samnaviani bazi-

likis samxreTis garSemosavlelis aRmosav-

leT nawilSi aRmoCenili, VI-VII saukuneebis

qvis embazi iSviaTi magaliTia amgvari da-

niSnulebis ZeglTa Soris1. igi Sua saukune-

ebis qarTuli xelovnebis unikalur nimuSs

warmoadgens da sagangebo yuradRebas imsa-

xurebs. 

1961-1962 wlebSi n. qadeiSvilis mier Jale-

Tis arqiteqturul Zeglze muSaobisas Cata-

rebuli gawmendiTi samuSaoebis dros gaT-

xrili iyo taZris teritoria da mraval

konstruqciul da arqiteqturul detals

Soris aRmoCenil iqna reliefuri gamosaxu-

lebebiTa da ornamentuli dekoriT Semkuli

qvis embazic,2 romelic dRes TianeTis mxa-

reTmcodneobis muzeumSi inaxeba. 

n. qadeiSvili, safuZvliani kvlevis Sede-

gad, VIII–IX saukuneebiT gansazRvravs taZ-

ris agebis dros da aRniSnavs, rom garSemo-

savleli, romlis samxreT-aRmosavleT na-

wilSi napovni iyo qvis embazi, funqciurad

mWidrodaa dakavSirebuli eklesiasTan. misi

saerTo gadawyveta cxadyofs, rom igi Tavi-

danve gaazrebuli yofila ostatis mier da

agebulia taZarTan erTad. garSemosavle-

lis samxreTis nawili, avtoris azriT, pir-

vandeli saxiTaa SemorCenili da mis aRmo-

savleTiT mdebare sagangebo sadgomi gan-

kuTvnili yofila sanaTlavad. sadgoms

sworkuTxa forma hqonia, romlis Sida siv-

rce TaRiT or nawilad iyofoda. dasavle-

Tidan viwro Sesasvleli hqonia, aRmosavle-

Tis kedlis wyobis sisqe ki, avtoris mtki-

cebiT, mowmobs imas, rom am kedelSi mcire

zomis afsidi yofila gamoyvanili (iseve

rogorc bolnisSi, armazSi, sanagireSi da

sxv.).3 amgvarad, JaleTis taZarSi sanaTlavis

arseboba ueWvelia, rac, am da mogviano xanis

qarTul arqiteqturul ZeglebSi, sanaTlav-

Ta iSviaTobis gamo, Zegls saintereso nimu-

Sad aqcevs. swored aq mdgara qvis embazic,

romelic, rogorc Cans, taZrisaTvis sagange-

bod yofila gankuTvnili (il. 1).

cnobilia, rom aRmosavleTqristianul

samyaroSi, jer kidev adreuli xanidan erT-

erTi umTavresi ritualis – naTlisRebis

liturgiis Casatareblad ori tipis saTav-

si-baptisteriumi igeboda: I – damoukidebe-

li nagebobebi anu izolirebuli baptiste-

riumebi, gegmiT mrgvali an kvadratuli, uf-

ro xSirad oqtogonis formisa, romelTa

centrSi, rogorc wesi, Senobis formis Sesa-

bamisi auzi iyo ganlagebuli. magaliTisaT-

vis SeiZleba moviyvanoT konstantinopolis

aia sofias taZris V saukunis baptisteriu-

mi,,  romelic bizantiuri xelovnebis erT-

erT yvelaze mniSvnelovan da tipur nimuSs

warmoadgens.4 igi eklesiis samreT-dasavle-

TiT mdebareobs da misgan patara ezoTia ga-

moyofili. garedan marTkuTxa, afsidiani na-

gebobis interieri rvawaxnagaa da oTxi eq-

sedri aqvs. baptisteriumSi idga sakmaod

mozrdili, sruliad sada, wriuli formis

monoliTuri marmarilos auzi, orive mxares

sam-sami safexuriT. 

amgvar baptisteriumTa magaliTebi gansa-

kuTrebulad mravalia: neapolis (400 w.), ra-
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venisa (V s.) da sxv. 

II – taZris interierSi Semavali baptiste-

riumebi Cveulebriv kvadratuli an marTkuT-

xa formisaa da ar gamoirCeva raime specifi-

kuri arqiteqturuli niSnebiT. maT daniSnu-

lebaze mxolod interieris gadawyveta miu-

TiTebs – swored aq, rogorc wesi, tradiciu-

lad auzs, an ufro xSirad, moZrav embazs ga-

naTavsebdnen. amgvar darbazTa Soris yvela-

ze uZveles magaliTad iTvleba 230 wliT da-

TariRebuli .,,qristianTa saxlis” baptiste-

riumi dura-evroposSi, evfratze, sadac moZ-

rav embazs garSemortymuli aqvs svetebiani

arkosoliumi. embazic da arkosoliumic

qvisganaa gamoTlili.5 msgavsia SedarebiT

gviani xanis (VI s-is dasawyisis) galatas ba-

zilikis sanaTlavic.6

moZravi embazebis arsebobas a. orlando-

si jer kidev adreqristianul periodSi

adasturebs. adreul magaliTad mas dodeka-

nezis moZravi embazebi mohyavs, romlebsac, av-

toris TqmiT, abazanebis forma hqonda da

Semkuli iyo mozaikuri dekoriT.7 maT Soris

ramdenime embazis sqemasa da aRweras a. xa-

Catrianic gvaZlevs.8 amgvari embazebis gaCe-

nis sakiTxTan dakavSirebiT sagulisxmoa er-

Ti istoriuli cnoba imis Taobaze, rom 378

wels, imperator valensis gardacvalebis

Semdeg, kapadokiis keisarma basilma sagange-

bo brZanebuleba gasca moZravi embazebis gav-

rcelebis Sesaxeb,romlebic Zvirfasi liTo-

nisagan unda daemzadebinaT.9 J. lafonten-

dozoni aRniSnavs, rom es cnoba somxur wya-

roebSic dasturdeba: 719 wels Semdgari dvi-

nis krebis me-13 debuleba savaldebulod

xdis embazebis gamokveTas mxolod qvisagan

da ara xisa da liTonisagan, rogorc es Cve-

ulebriv am xanamde xdeboda. mkvlevari as-

kvnis, rom somxeTisaTvis, romlisTvisac uc-

nobi iyo damoukidebeli nageboba-baptiste-

riumi, amgvari wesis danergva ioli iqneboda.

es faqti saqarTvelosTvisac sagulisxmo un-

da yofiliyo; miT ufro,rom zogierT wyaro-

Si miTiTebulia, rom moZravi embazebi gamoi-

yeneboda da gavrcelebuli iyo qristianuli

samyaros mraval sxvadasxva regionSi.10

moZravi embazebis gavrcelebas adreqris-

tianuli periodis dasasrulisaTvis TviT

naTlobis ritualis Secvlac ukavSirdeba:

mTeli taniT `STaflva~ Seicvala moz-

rdilTa, mogvianebiT ki bavSTa, mxolod na-

wilobrivi “dasvelebiT”, liturgiisas

wylis gadavleba daiwyes. anu naTlisRebis

aqti saidumlod gardaiqmna. mkvlevarTa az-

riT, swored amiT aixsneba zogierTi sanaT-

lavi auzis dapataraveba da maTi Secvla em-

bazebiT.11 amgvar ZeglTa zogad tipologi-

aze garkveul warmodgenas bizantiur xe-

lovnebaSi SemorCenili, Tumca SedarebiT

gviani periodis – XI-XIV saukuneebis – ga-

mosaxulebebic Segviqmnis.

imas, rom naTloba, ZiriTadad embazebSi

xdeboda, bizantiur xelnawerTa Soris yve-

laze adre (XI-XIV ss), grigol nazianzelis

qadagebanis parizuli miniatura (miniature des
Homelies de Gregorie de Nazianze de Paris. gr. 510. fol.
426 Vº) adasturebs,romelic mociqulTa misi-

is ilustracias warmoadgens12. miniaturaze

TiToeuli maTgani sxva mociqulis monaT-

vlis drosaa warmodgenili. naTlisRebis

saidumlo mrgval, jvrisebur an mravalwax-

naga embazebSi sruldeba. 

naTlobis scenebi Cndeba mociqulTa saq-

meTa ilustraciebSi. magaliTad, kievis aia

sofias taZris afsidis marcxniv mdebare wm.

petresa da pavles saxelobis ekvderSi ga-

mosaxulia wm. petre, romelic naTlavs go-

gonas oTxwaxnaga marmarilos TasSi.13

msgavsi ikonografiiTaa warmodgenili
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,,balavarisa da iodarfis romanSi” (Ivrion 463.
aTonze,XII-XIII ss) balavaris mier iodarfis

monaTvlis scenebic. aq erT SemTxvevaSi em-

bazi mrgvali formisaa, iodarfis mamis mo-

naTvlis scenaSi (fol. 53 Vº) ki _ oTxkuTxa.14

naTlobis scenebs vxvdebiT XII sukunis

or xelnawerSi: romSi, vatikanis biblioTe-

kaSi dacul ,,konstantine manases qronika-

Si”, (Vat. Slav. 2) romelic asaxavs bulgareTis

mefis boris I-is naTlobis scenas15 (fol. 163
Vº) da madridis nacionaluri biblioTekis

(Vitr. 26-2) ,,skilicas qronikaSi”, romelSic

konstantine porfirogenetis naTlobis sce-

naa gamosaxuli.16 (fol. 121 b). orive xelnawer-

Si warmodgenilia ramdenime naTlobis sce-

na mcire zomis mrgval, erTfexian liTonis

moZrav embazebSi, romlebic mxolod warwe-

rebiTaa Semkuli.

dionisius (Dyonysiou) 587-is xelnawerSi17

warmodgenilia Zalze iSviaTi epizodi _

macxovari mociqulTa TandaswrebiT ebra-

els naTlavs. aq gamosaxuli embazi im aba-

zanebis msgavsia, romlebic xSirad gvxvdeba

macxovris, RvTismSoblisa Tu naTlismcem-

lis Sobis scenebSi, an kidev mociqulTa

ferxTa banis amsaxvel scenaSi. amgvari Wur-

Weli, rogorc wesi, Zvirfasi liTonisagan

iyo damzadebuli, hqonda ovaluri forma,

idga erT fexze da zogjer saxelurebic ga-

aCnda.

msgavsi embazebis gamosaxulebebi igive

Sinaarsis scenebSi mravlad gvxvdeba luv-

ris muzeumSi dacul X-XI saukuneebis spi-

los Zvlis firfitebzec.

cnobebi amgvari embazebis Sesaxeb, romle-

bic ZiriTadad marmarilos an Zvirfasi li-

Tonebisagan mzaddeboda da Semkuli iyo de-

koratiuli motivebiT, an warwerebiT, mecnier-

Ta azriT,mxolod wyaroebis mixedviT Semog-

vrCa18. Tavad es nivTebi ki samwuxarod gaqra.
serbiaSi (graCanicaSi,studenicasa da deCa-

niSi) Semonaxulia mxolod gviani xaniT _ XIV

s-is I nax-iT daTariRebuli, kvercxiseburi

formis marmarilos ramdenime embazi, momrgva-

lebuli TavsaxuriTa da marmarilos masiuri

fexiT. Tavdapirvelad isini narTeqsis sam-

xreT-dasavleT kuTxeSi yofila ganlagebuli

da amitomac mkvlevarebi fiqroben,rom WurWe-

li wyalkurTxevisaTvis iyo gankuTvnili.

mogvianebiT embazebi egzonarTeqsSi, naTlis-

Rebis kompoziciis win gadaitanes. 

qvis embazTa CvenTvis saintereso maga-

liTs arc Tu ise didi xnis winaT siriaSi

aRmoCenili IV-VI saukuneebis Zeglebi war-

moadgens.19

jebel zavies mTian masivSi gaTxril mi-

wisqveSa qvabulTa Soris erT-erTSi – hanak-

Si, maarat al-nomanis axlos SemorCenili

embazi erTi, monoliTuri qvis blokisagan

kveTil, Signidan daaxloebiT 1 m-is simaR-

lis oTxkuTxa formis yuTs warmoadgens20.
hanakidan aRmosavleTiT mdebare ob jana-

his miwisqveSa qvabulis embazic formiT ha-

nakis msgavsia21 (il. 2d).
siriaSi, alaruzSi mTasTan kidev erT

qvis embazs miakvlies, romelsac garedan da

Signidan wagrZelebuli jvris forma aqvs,

xolo TiToeul mklavSi Casasvlelad TiTo

Sida safexuria gamokveTili. garedan embazi

stilizebuli ornamentuli motivebiTa da

jvrebis gamosaxulebebiTaa Semkuli.22 aqve

SegviZlia movixsenioT jvris formis sxva

siriuli embazebic, mag., um ej jelali da

sour tiri (Sour, Tyr) (il. 2a, 2e).
amgvarad, samwuxarod, moZravi embazebis

umravlesoba, dRes arc bizantiur nimuSTa

Soris SemorCa. maTze warmodgenas sxvadas-

xva wyaroSi moZiebuli masala gviqmnis da

saSualebas gvaZlevs davaskvnaT, rom moZra-

vi embazebi, wesisa da kanonis Tanaxmad, jer
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kidev adreqristianuli xanidan yofila gav-

rcelebuli. isini xSirad Zvirfasi liToni-

sagan, ufro iSviaTad ki marmarilosagan

mzaddeboda. SedarebiT adreuli (IV-VIII ss)

xanis qvisagan kveTili oTxkuTxa embazebi

ki, vfiqrobT, ufro aRmosavleTis regioneb-

Si, mag., siriaSi, somxeTSi,23 saqarTveloSi

unda yofiliyo gavrcelebuli. 

saqarTveloSi baptisteriumebisaTvis cal-

ke Senobis agebis tradicia ar arsebobda.

samagierod, ukve adreuli xanidan am ritua-

lisaTvis sagangebo saTavsi _ sanaTlavi yo-

fila gankuTvnili, rogorc Cans, Cveulebriv,

taZris samxreT-aRmosavleT nawilSi.24 amis

magaliTad SeiZleba, bolnisis sionis (V

s)25, wverodabalis wm. giorgis (VI-VII ss), an

kidev bzifis cixis eklesiebi (IX s)26 moviy-

vanoT.

moZravi embazebis agebis tradiciisa da

maTi xasiaTis Sesaxeb saubari DdReisaTvis

saqarTveloSi JaleTis embazTan erTad Se-

morCenil, Zlier dazianebuli wverodabalis

wm. giorgisa27 da bzifis cixis eklesiebis

embazTa magaliTze rTulia. maTi gaTvalis-

winebiT SegviZla mxolod vivaraudoT, rom

am xanaSi embazebi qviSaqvisagan ikveTeboda,

oTxkuTxa an marTkuTxa yuTis formisa da

saSualo zomis iyo. 

am TvalsazrisiT garkveuli daxmareba, Se-

saZloa, adreqristianuli xanis plastikaSi

arsebulma naTlisRebis gamosaxulebebma

gagviwios. berijvrisa (VI-VII ss) (il. 4) da

usaneTis (VII-IX ss) (il. 3) stelebze warmod-

genil scenebSi ioane naTlismcemeli macxo-

vars JaleTis embazis msgavs, oTkuTxa (odnav

trapeciis formis), ornamentuli dekoriT ga-

formebul da centrSi mozrdili jvriT mka-

fiod aqcentirebul qvis embazebSi naTlavs.

cxadi xdeba, rom saxarebis teqstidan amgari

gadaxveva (macxovari xom mdinare iordaneSi

moinaTla), liturgiis gavleniT iyo ganpiro-

bebuli. es faqti, garkveulwilad, warmodge-

nas gviqmnis im xanis naTlisRebis liturgi-

is Sesaxeb. amasTanave, vfiqrobT, igi cxad-

yofs,rom adreqristianul xanaSi, ukve VI sa-

ukunidan, JaleTis embazis msgavsi formis em-

bazebi imdenad gavrcelebuli iyo, rom maTma

gamosaxulebebma am xanis ikonografiaSic ki

daimkvidra adgili. aqedan gamomdinare, Jale-

Tis embazi amgvari daniSnulebis ZeglTa So-

ris, SesaZloa, Tavisi qveynisa da drois ti-

pur nimuSadac ki CaiTvalos.

diax, igi tipuria, magram, amave dros,Tavisi

erTianad gaazrebuli, funqciur daniSnule-

basTan dakavSirebuli reliefuri dekoris

gamo, aSkarad gamorCeuli xdeba. embazis wina,

viwro mxares ,,naTlisRebis” kompozicia war-

mogvidgeba (il. 1), srulad SemorCenil mxo-

lod erT grZiv kedelze – sami wmindanis fi-

gura da didi zomis tolmklavebiani jvari _

simbolo macxovris naTlisRebisa. scenebs

ganieri, msxvili foTlovani motivisagan Sed-

genili ornamentuli CarCo SemosazRvravs. 

arc wverodabalis wm. giorgisa (VI-VII ss)

da arc bzifis cixis (IX s) eklesiis embazebi

figuruli gamosaxulebebiT Semkuli ar yofi-

la. maT verc berijvrisa (VI-VII ss) da usane-

Tis (VII-IX ss) naTlisRebis scenebSi warmod-

genil embazebze vxedavT, Tumca aq, SesaZloa,

ostats gaWirveboda mcire zomis embazze ra-

ime siuJetis amsaxveli scenis datana. 

JaleTis embazis sadResaswaulo xasia-

Tis, mxatvruli TvalsazrisiT dasrulebu-

li, naTlisRebis ideis amsaxveli figuruli

kompoziciebi ki araCveulebrivad sazeimo

ganwyobas qmnis da gamoarCevs mas ara mar-

to embazTa, aramed mis Tanadroul sxva

skulpturul ZeglTa Sorisac. amiT safuZ-

veli iqmneba, vifiqroT, rom JaleTis embazi

gansakuTrebuli mniSvnelobis mqone da ga-

morCeulad saTayvanebeli nivTi gaxldaT.
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SeniSvnebi:

1. aqve aRvniSnavT CvenTvis cnobil kidev or _ wverodabalis wm. giorgisa (VI-VII ss.) da

bzifis cixis (IX s.) eklesiaTa embazebs, romlebic samwuxarod, Zlier dazianebuli

SemorCa.

2. n. qadeiSvili. JaleTis xuroTmoZRvruli Zegli. Tbilisi. 1964. gv. 57, 60-61, 66.

3. n. qadeiSvili. dasax. naSr. gv. 37-39.

4. Th. F. Mathews. The Byzantine Churches of Istambul. London, 1976, p. 262-264.
5. A. Grabar. Premier Art chrétien. Paris. 1966. p. 68
6. J. Lafontaine-Dosogne. La tradition byzantine des baptistères et de leur décor, et les fonts de Saint-Barthélemy à

Liège. Chaies Archeologiques. ¹ 37. Paris 1989. p. 48 
7. A. Orlandos. Les baptistères du Dodécannèse, dans Actes d’Aix-en-Provance. p. 199-211
8. rodosi, laCania _ ovaluri formis, ZirSi momrgvalebuli qvis embazi (V s.) wminda

irines eklesiidan. rodosi, mesanagros _ V-VI saukuneebis jvris formis qvis embazi

da sxv. (il. 2b, 2c). A. Khatchatrian. Les baptistères paléochrétien. Paris, 1962. p. 26, fig. 204, 205. p. 121.
9. J. Lafontaine-Dosogne. dasax. naSr. gv. 48.
10. J. Lafontaine-Dosogne. dasax. naSr. gv. 48.
11. A. Grabar. Premier Art chrétien. Paris. 1966. p. 68
12. H. Omont. Miniature des plus anciens manuscrits grecs de la la Bibliothèque nationale du IXe au XIe siècle. Paris,

1929, pl. LVI.
13. N. Lazarev. Old Russian Murals and Mosaics from the XI to the XVI Century. London. 1976, p. 48.
14. St. Pelekanidis. P. C. Christou. Ch. Tsioumis. S.K. Kadas. The Treasures of  Mount Athos. Illuminated

Manuscripts. I. Athens, 1974. fig. 81, 118.
15. I. Dujèev. Miniatjure na Manasievata letopis. Sofia. 1962. fig. 57.
16. A. Grabar.  M. Manoussacas. L’illustration du manuscrits de Skyllitzès de la Bibliothèque nationale de Madrid.

Venise, 1979, p.67, fig. 134.
17. St. Pelekanidis. P. C. Christou. Ch. Tsioumis. S.K. Kadas. The Treasures of  Mount Athos. Illuminated

Manuscripts. I. Athens, 1974. fig. 196.
18. J. Lafontaine-Dosogne.  dasax. naSr. gv. 58
19. J-P. Foudrin. Baptistèries paléocretiens du  Ðebel Záwiye. (Syrie). Chaies Archeologiques. #44. Paris. 1996. p.30
20. J-P Foudrin. dasax. naSr. p.32
21. A. Khatcharian. nax. 81. gv. 12, 114.
22. J-P Foudrin. dasax. naSr. p.32
23. A. Khatcharian. dasax. naSr.. gv. 17, 62, 138. nax. 125, 126. avtori ramdenime somxur embazs asax-

elebs, mag., eklesiis niSaSi Sedgmuli V saukunis axtarakis qvis oTxkuTxa embazi,

zvarTnocis eklesiis vagharCapatis qvis oTxkuTxa embazi.

24. r. gverdwiTeli. wverodabalis wm. giorgis eklesia WeremSi. samecniero Sromebis weli-

wdeuli. IV-V. Tbilisi. 1999-2000 gv. 37-39.

25. Ã. ×óáèíàøâèëè. Áîëíèññêèé Ñèîí. Èçâåñòèÿ èíñòèòóòà èñòîðèè è ìàòåðèàëüíîé êóëüòóðû. Ò. IX.

Òáèëèñè. 1940.

26. r. gverdwiTeli. dasax. naSr. gv. 39 

27. z. qufaraSvili. ,,wverodabali’’. samecniero Sromebis weliwdeuli. Tbilisi. 1995. gv.

108, tab. 48, 1.

aqve gasaTvaliswinebelia VIII-IX saukunee-

biT daTariRebuli JaleTis samnaviani bazi-

likisa da misive VI-VII saukuneebis embazis

urTierTobis sakiTxic: rogorc Cans, mowiwe-

biT Semonaxuli embazi, TiTqmis ori sauku-

niT gvian agebuli taZrisaTvis sagangebod

SemounaxavT. amgvarad, JaleTis embazi, rome-

lic qarTuli plastikuri xelovnebis isto-

riisaTvis mniSvnelovan Zegls warmoadgens,

gansakuTrebul interess iwvevs ara marto

rogorc adreqristianuli skulpturis erT-

erTi SesaniSnavi nimuSi, aramed rogorc sa-

eklesio RvTismsaxurebis umniSvnelovanesi

ritualis – naTlisRebisaTvis gankuTvnili

unikaluri Zegli.
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Nino Iamanidze
G. Chubinashvili Institute of History of Georgian Art

Georgian Academy of Sciences

ON THE PROBLEM OF TYPOLOGY OF GEORGIAN FONTS

The VI – VII centuries three-nave basilica stone font of Zhaleti in Tianeti region is
a rare example among the monuments of this destination.

The data found in different sources allow us to conclude that quart angular stone-
carved fonts of comparatively early times similar to the Zhaleti font must have been
widespread, mostly, in the Eastern Christian World, namely: Syria, Armenia,
Georgia. (In Georgia - the fonts of Tsverodabali (VI-VII cent.) St. George’s and
Bzipi (IX cent.) fortress churches).

In early Christian period, VI-VII centuries, the fonts of such shape and baptizing in
them had been so frequent in Georgia that their reflection found place in the
iconography of this period – on the steles of Berijvari (VI-VII cent.) and Usaneti
(VIII-IX cent). Consequently, the Zhaleti font can be considered to be a typical
example of the early Christian Georgia. 

At the same time, this font becomes distinguished among other monuments of its
time for the festive character and artistically sublet relief decor.


