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ON THE PROBLEM OF TYPOLOGY OF GEORGIAN FONTS

The VI —VII centuries three-nave basilica stone font of Zhaleti in Tianeti regionis
arare example among the monuments of this destination.

The data found in different sources allow us to conclude that quart angular stone-
carved fonts of comparatively early times similar to the Zhaleti font must have been
widespread, mostly, in the Eastern Christian World, namely: Syria, Armenia,
Georgia (In Georgia - the fonts of Tsverodabali (VI-VII cent.) St. George's and
Bzipi (IX cent.) fortress churches).

In early Christian period, VI-VII centuries, the fonts of such shape and baptizing in
them had been so frequent in Georgia that their reflection found place in the
iconography of this period — on the steles of Berijvari (VI-VII cent.) and Usaneti
(VIHI-IX cent). Conseguently, the Zhaleti font can be considered to be a typical
example of the early Christian Georgia.

At the same time, this font becomes distinguished among other monuments of its
time for the festive character and artistically sublet relief decor.

65



